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COMPLETE SPECIFICATION. 

An improvement in or relating to hospital bedsteads and other 
means for intermittent manual transport. 



"We Tub Atjst&aI MAyniFAOTuarao Oom- 
PiST pROPaiUTABT Limitku, Manufacturers, 
of Maeauley Road, North Melbourne,^ the 
State of Victoria and Commonwealth of 
6 Australia, hereby declare thiB invention, and 



usually placed at the foot end of the bed- 
stead, minhnwe the danger of such move- 
'mem. When it is desired to move suoh a 
bedstead from one. room to another or out 
on to a verandah, its flooT-gripping end jb 

.1 m> . t 3 ^Ua Vi*i/-J att>n n 1 ft 



raisea on ftivw»^ ^ _ , 

wheeled on the castOT-whesls at the other end. 
This necessitates considerable physical effort 
on the part of the nurses or attendants, 
especially if tho patient ia in the hed as- 10 
would usually be the case. Consequently, 
tho foot end frames of hospital bedsteads 
have been provided in some cases with one 
or more additional freely running castor 
wheels which could be lowered into operative 16 

4 nig :uv«uu«u ~ r ; . . . position so as.to support tho end ftmrtib 

hospital bedsteads of the type m which one tho floor-grippjng devices raised out ot 
pair of uprighte is supported by a pair of contact with the floor. Nteans fo* that pnr- 
f reelv running castor-wheela, while the other have £ ctm disclosed in the specification 

treeyru ^ A v ^ ^ ^ rf ^ ^^^.^ Palcnt ^ 20,848/24,20 

dated the 3rd T)ccomh«r, 19»4. Such means * 
comprised n cttstor-whcolstaiidurd which was 
slidable within u vertical sleeve and pro- 
vided with a limit atop curved to conform 
to the shape of the sleeve and pivoted e*. 2° 
teraally to the sleeve. The present invention 
is designed to attain tho same result by 



tne manner uu " ™ . * j • „i 

tA be fully described m*d ascertained m and 
hv the following statement — _ 
% This invention rebates to means for. inter- 
10 mittent manual transport which are designed 
for stability against movement when at rest 
—the normal condition— but which are 
adaptable for occasional free movement 
when desired, and this invention especially 
15 relates to hospital bedsteads. 

This invention more especially relates to 
hospital bedsteads of the type in which one 



ireeiy run««iK """-<,t - » 

20 pair of uprights ia supported by a pair of 
rubber foot-sockcta or other floorirripping 
devices. Bedsteads of that type are 
to Diiuimiae the danger of the bedstead be» s 
accidentally displaced while tho patient is 
2&boin* turned in bed or being otherwise 
treated. It will be obvious that any nxovo- 
ment of the bedstead during such treatment 
might seriously jar tho patient. The above- 
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This invention comprises a sleeve provided 
with a single vertical slot through which, a 
stop pivoted within the sleeve is adapted to 
be swung so that when the stop is swung 
5 outwardlly the standard carrying the eartor- 
wheel, or like anti-friction .device, is allowed 
to rise within the sleeve thus allowing the 
floor-gripping means to come into contact 
with the floor. When the bedstead is raised 

AU the standard slides downwardly and the 
pivoted stop swings inwardly hy gravity into 
position above the top of the standard so that 
the end of the bc&etead is held in a raised 
position, the floor-gripping mcaus being out 

15 of contact with the floor. 

Preferably, the stop is pivotally mounted, 
within the sleeve, on a cross bolt which is 
passed through apertures in the sleeve. Fur- 
ther, • according to the preferred form of tho 

20 invention, the stop is provided with a finger 
grip by which it may be swung outwardly so 
as to allow the standard to riso. and this 
finger grip is preferably positioned so that 
_ it may be gripped by the fingers when the 

25 hand is holding the top bar of the ond frame 
of the bedstead. 

Normally, it is desirable to prevent rota- 
tion pf the slidable standard, .wore particu- 
larly to ensure noiselessness- This could be 

SO effected, for example, by slotting tho top of 
the standard wheTe it engages the pivoted 
stop, but preferably the vertical slot in the 
sleeve is extended downwardly so as to 
accommodate slidably a pin offset from the 

35 standard. 

The drawings illustrate tho preferred 
specific construction of this invention. In 
these drawings: — 
I'igure 1 is an elevation of the end of the 
40 bedstead to which the invention is applied, 
the floor-gripping means being shown m con- 
tact with the floor. 

Kgure 2 is an end elevation corresponding 
to Figure 1 but showing the floor-gripping 
45 means raised by the lowering of the standard 
which curries the castor-wheel. In this view 
portion of the sleeve is cut away for the sake 
of clearness. 

Figure 3 is a view of a detail showing 
50 moans to prevent rotation of the slidable 
standard. 

According to this preferred embodiment 
of the invention a sleeve 1 forming the 
• centre upright of the end frame of the bed- 
55 stead is' provided with one vortical slot 2 
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which is positioned laterally near the top of • 
the sleeve. A pivoted stop 3 is formed of a 
flat piece of metal which is pivoted near tho 
top on a bolt 4 passing throtigh opposite 
apcirttinss (not shown) in the sleeve. Tho 5 
pivotal stop is provided with n lateral offset 
boss 6 which is borctd vertically and screwed 
or shrank on to an upwardly directed and 
outwardly curved tail rod .7 which acts as .a 
finger grip. As only one slot is provided the 10 
opposite wall of the sleeve serves as an abut- 
ment to limit the inward swing of the stop 
jrt the correct position when the end frame • 
is raised. A castor-wheel 8 is carried by a 
swivel connection on a standard 9 which 15 
slides within the alcove 1 and may be pre- 
vented from rising upwardly in the sleeve by 
means of the pivotou stop. "When the stan- 
dard is thus held in its lower position the 
end frame ia held iu its raised position with 20 
the floor-gripping means 10 out of contact 
with the floor, when the pivoted stop is 
drawn outwardly by slightly raising the end 
frame and pressing with the fingers upon the 
finger-grip the standard will riso within tie 25 
sleeve when the end frame is lowered so that 
tho floor-gripping means come into contact 
with the floor and hold the bedstead sta- 
tionary. 

Figure 3 illustrates means to prevent rota- 30 
tion of the standard which carries the castor 
wheel. Tho vortical slot in tho sleeve is pro- 
vided with a downward extension 11 and 
the standard is provided with an offset pin 
12 adapted to slide within tie extension of 35 
the slot and thus prevent the castor-wheel 
and standard from rotating. This ensures 
noiselessness and also holds tho castor-wheel 
in the correct position. 

The device is exceedingly simple, efficient 40 
aud very inexpensive in construction and is 
neat in appearance. 

"While the invention is especially applic- 
able to hospital bedsteads it may also be 
applied to wboaled chairs for invalids or to 45 
other means fox- intermittent maxmal trans- 
ort which in some oiroumstanoes must be 
opt stationary and in other alternate cir- 
cumstances should be freely movable from 
place to place. Thus a pair of castor- wheels, 50 
adjustable iu tho manner described, might be 
applied to a movable packing bench for use 
in factories. 

The term "freely running castor-wheel " 
is intended to include any castor-wheel orgs 
like anti-friction dovioc by which movement 
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of a hospital bedstead, or other means for 
intermittent manual transport, from placo to 
placo is rendered easy, aud practical. 

The term "floor-gripping device" com- 

5 prises especially rubber foot-sockets but in- 
cludes also any device which minimizes 
movement of the hospital bedstead or other 
means, for intermittent manual transport. 
The guide sleeve and slidable standard 

10 may be made of iron or other material 
em table for use in the construction of bed- 
steads, and the locking device may be made 
of ca8t iron, brass, or other known suitable 
material. 

15 Having now fully described and ascer-* 
taiucd our said invention and the manner 
in which, it is to be performed, wo declare 
that what we claim is : — 

1. Improved .means for the purpose speci- 

20 fled having a freely running castor-wheel 
carried by a standard slidable withiu a sleeve 
which is provided with a vertical slot 
through which a stop is adapted to be swung 
so as to engage or release the standard* 

25 2* In means as claimed in Claim 1, a stop 
pivotally mounted within the sleeve on a- 
cross bolt which is passed through, apertures 
in the sleeve, the sleeve being provided with 
a single vertical slot through which the stop 

30 is adapted to be swung. 

3. In means as claimed in Claims 1 or 2 
a stop provided with a finger grip by which 
it may be swung outwardly. 



4. A hospital bedstead end frame, or like 
means adapted for intermittent manual 
transport, having an upright sleeve. adapted 
to accommodate a standard which carries a 
freely running castor wheel, the said sleeve 5 
being provided with a single vertical slot 
laterally near its top while a stop pivoted 
within the sleeve is adapted to swing in 
gravitationally through the slot aud engage 
the- top of the standard when the end frame 10 
is raised and is adapted also to be swung by 

a finger grip outwardly through the slot so 
as to disengage the standard and allow the 
castor-wheel to rise. 

5. In means for the purpose specified nB 15 
claimed in Claims 1, 2 or 4, an extension of 
the vertical slot which extension is adapted 
to accommodate a pin or like guide offset 
from the standard. 

6. r n means for the. purpose specified as 20 
claimed in Claims 1 or 4, a slot or like 
guiding means at the top. of tte standard* 
adapted to prevent rotation of the standard. 

7. Improved moans for the purpose speci- 
fied substantially as described and illus-25 
tratecL 

Dated this twenty-sixth day of June, 1029; 

L. Davuss, 
Patent Attorney for the Applicants- 

Witness — V* Davies. 30 
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